
 4-1  

Chapter 4: Urban Design and Visual Resources 

A. INTRODUCTION 
This chapter describes the existing urban design and visual characteristics of the study area, in-
cluding building types, heights, and materials. It also assesses the visual compatibility of the pro-
posed project within this context. The project site is developed with a six-story stone and 
concrete building located on the northwest corner of the block bounded by Johnson Street, Jay 
Street, Willoughby Street, and Adams Street in the MetroTech section of Brooklyn. The study 
area for urban design and visual resources is an area within 400 feet of the project site. Figure 4-
1 contains a key to the locations of the photographs, and Figures 4-2 though 4-4 present views of 
the project site and the study area. 

As described below, it is not anticipated that the proposed project would have any significant 
adverse impacts on the urban design and visual resources of the study area. 

B. EXISTING CONDITIONS 

PROJECT SITE 

The proposed project site is currently occupied by a vacant six-story stone and concrete building. 
The building is the former Family Court Building and has long, vertical windows on each floor, 
an entrance facing onto Adams Street and a flat roof topped with a penthouse floor (see View 1 
of Figure 4-2). The main entrance is decorated with two relief panels and an inscription and is 
topped with the words “FAMILY COURT.” 

STUDY AREA 

URBAN DESIGN 

Immediately surrounding the project site are institutional, residential, governmental and 
hotel/commercial uses. There is also a landscaped open space in the study area, Columbus Park, 
a 4.14 acre park with seating areas. 

Adjacent to the project site is a modern office building that also houses the Domestic Relations 
Court. It has a five-story base with additional set-backs and is clad in concrete with large, fixed 
windows (see View 2 of Figure 4-2). The main entrance is recessed with a small, paved area and 
fronts onto Jay Street. The remainder of the block is developed with a large 30-story hotel that is 
also clad in concrete with large, fixed glass windows. A small alley separates the project site 
from the large hotel.  

The remainder of the study area is mainly composed of buildings associated with Polytechnic 
University. To the north of the project site is a small, square block developed with three 
buildings for Polytechnic University, including two 5-story masonry buildings and an 8-story 
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concrete building with a three-story glass addition. Located on the block to the east of the project 
site are more buildings associated with Polytechnic University, including a 5-story masonry 
building, and a tall, modern building clad in glass panels. 

Another building in the study area is the United States Post Office and Court House, Brooklyn 
Central Office, located on a small, square block north west of the project site. This large 4-story, 
stone building occupies the entire block (see Figure 3 of Figure 4-3). To the west of the project 
site, along Adams Street, is the New York State Supreme Court Building. This 11-story building 
has two projecting three-story wings and is covered in stone with grouped windows. It shares a 
large irregular-shaped block with a gently sloping open space landscaped with trees and benches 
(see Figure 4 of Figure 4-3). 

Adams Street, a major thoroughfare in the section of Brooklyn, is six-lanes wide and runs to the 
Brooklyn Bridge. It has a landscaped median and “T-shaped” lampposts. Johnson Street to the 
north of the project site is narrow and paved with asphalt and Belgian paving stones. Jay Street 
to the west is another main thoroughfare with two lanes of traffic running north-south. 

There are minimal streetscape elements in the study area and they are primarily limited to 
lampposts, traffic signs and street signs. A row of trees line each side of Adams Street and 
additional trees are present on the open space west of the project site. 

VISUAL RESOURCES 

There are two visual resources in the study area—the United States Post Office and Court 
House, Brooklyn Central Office and Columbus Park—that are visible in views northwest from 
the project site. Views along Adams Street are long and contain a mix of tall, modern buildings 
and smaller, older buildings (see View 5 and View 6 of Figure 4-4). 

C. THE FUTURE WITHOUT THE PROPOSED PROJECT 
In the future without the proposed project, the site will remain in its current condition. There are 
no known development projects in the study area anticipated for completion by the proposed 
project’s 2008 build year.  

D. PROBABLE IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

PROJECT SITE 

In the future with the proposed project, it is expected that the proposed project would not greatly 
alter the visual appearance of the project site. The Family Court Building would be converted 
into a 1,075-seat high school facility. The penthouse floor would be removed and replaced with 
a new addition, approximately 40 feet in height. This addition would be covered in metal panels 
with a row of clerestory windows and would be topped with a curved, metal roof. A new stair 
tower would be located on the rear façade of the building. 

STUDY AREA 

The proposed new school building addition would be compatible with the surrounding 
institutional uses. While the rooftop addition would be visible from Adams Street, it would be 
similar in height to the existing penthouse floor and would therefore not significantly affect the 
urban design of the study area, nor alter any views to visual resources. Overall, no significant 
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adverse impacts to the urban design and visual resources of the study area are anticipated as a 
result of the proposed project.  


