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2.0  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
2.1  PURPOSE AND NEED 
 
The Department of Education (NYCDOE) and the New York City School Construction 
Authority (NYCSCA) are proposing to develop two new schools, collectively known as the 
Metropolitan Avenue School Campus. The construction of the Metropolitan Avenue School 
Campus has been proposed to provide long-term additional capacity to alleviate the 
overcrowding that has occurred, and is expected to continue to occur, in schools at the 
intermediate and high school levels throughout Queens. 
 
The 700-seat combined intermediate and high school would serve students Citywide and the 
1,000-seat high school to be locally zoned.  There will also be 200 seats reserved for District 
75. According to data from the NYCDOE, Queens’ high schools enrolled students in excess 
of their built capacity – at a borough-wide utilization rate of 119 percent – and suffered a 
shortfall of over 10,205 high school seats during the 2005-2006 school year. Although the 
IS/HS will serve students Citywide, it is expected that most students at the facility would live 
in the surrounding neighborhoods, whose high schools are extremely overcrowded (see 
Appendix A).     
 
According to the NYCDOE, the two high schools closest to the project site operated far in 
excess of their intended capacity during the 2005-2006 school year.  Forest Hills High 
School operated at 160 percent of capacity, while Newtown High School operated at 152 and 
percent of capacity (see Appendix A).  
 
In addition, 200 seats in the high school would be reserved for District 75 students. 
According to the Department of Education, the Special Ed programs in Queens are operating 
at 94.2 percent of capacity overall, and the Special Ed program at Skillman High School is at 
109 percent of capacity (see Appendix A).   
 
2.2  PROJECT SITE 
 
The project site is an approximately eight-acre, roughly triangular property located on a 
former industrial superblock located just north of Forest Park in the Forest Hills section of 
Queens (see Figure 1). This superblock is bounded to the north by Metropolitan Avenue, to 
the west by Woodhaven Boulevard and Trotting Course Lane, to the south by the Long 
Island Railroad (LIRR) Babylon line, and to the east by 69th Avenue, Sybilla Street, and 
Ursula Place. However, the block is subdivided into quadrants by two LIRR rights-of-way: 
the north-south Rockaway Beach line (also known as the Glendale Cut-Off) – which has 
been inactive for over three decades – and the active east-west Babylon line. The Rockaway 
Beach line’s right-of-way extends along a berm that rises to a maximum height of 20 to 30 







Figure 3 - Tax Lot Map
Metropolitan Avenue School Campus - Forest Hills, Queens

New York City School Construction Authority
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2.3  PROPOSED PROJECT 
 
The proposed school design features the two schools consolidated within a single structure, 
allowing the greatest amount of outdoor recreation space.  Entrances to each school are 
located, at-grade, at the four corners of the structure with public entrances to the auditorium 
and large gymnasium accessible from concourses that run to either side of the auditorium and 
gym.  This concourse level permits access from each school to the shared facilities without 
students passing through an adjacent school.  In addition, the proposed schools are five 
stories high, with both schools having individual stairwells, toilet facilities, and corridor 
systems, but they will share custodial facilities, a library, gymnasiums, a centralized kitchen 
and cafeterias, and a 754-seat auditorium (see Figure 4).  All shared facilities are located 
between the two arms of the “H” configuration, permitting equal access to these spaces from 
both schools.  Parking for staff will be permitted along the proposed school’s internal 
roadway.   The outdoor recreation areas, including an athletic field and tennis courts, will be 
located to the north of school structure, with a small park area to the south.   
 
Each of the proposed schools would have 20 regular classrooms, as well as science labs, 
demonstration and preparation rooms; an art classroom and studio; and music suite.  There 
are two components to the Special Education Program in New York City.  In addition to 
regular special education classrooms, which are interspersed in keeping with the policy of 
mainstreaming special education students, a suite of citywide Special Ed (District 75) 
classrooms is provided in each school.  In the proposed school complex, District 75 would 
have eighteen classrooms dispersed among both schools. 
 
The two schools would accommodate up to 1,900 students along with up to approximately 
170 teachers and staff members. Construction of the Campus would begin in summer 2007, 
with completion expected by the start of the 2010-2011 school year. 
 
Since the project site is located in an M1-1 manufacturing zone, within which schools are not 
permitted as-of-right (Use Group 3), the SCA would seek a zoning override to permit the 
Campus’ construction.  
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2.4  PROJECT STATUS 
 
The proposed site was approved by the Mayor and City Council pursuant to the SCA’s 
enabling legislation in October 1999.  The SCA subsequently acquired title to the site in 
March 2003.  
 
Under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA), the NYCSCA must undertake 
a review of the possible environmental impacts of the proposed project. This environmental 
impact statement has been prepared to assist and guide decision makers in reaching their 
conclusions and to ensure that they have a full understanding of the environmental 
consequences of the proposed project and its alternatives. The regulations are intended to 
permit the analysis of environmental factors and to clarify social and environmental issues in 
the early planning and decision-making stages of major projects. This environmental impact 
statement provides a way to systematically consider environmental effects with other aspects 
of project planning and design. 


